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Seat of        16. Until the  Queen  otherwise   directs the  Seat of
mentm"   Government of Canada shall be Ottawa.1
IY. legislative power.
Conatitu-     17. There shall be one Parliament for Canada, consisting
of tlie Queen, an Upper House, styled the Senate,2 and the
ment of   House of Commons.
Canada.
Privi-         18. The privileges, immunities, and powers to be held,
enJ°ye^ an<* exercised by the Senate and by the House of
Commons, and by the Members thereof respectively, shall
be such as are from time to time defined by Act of the Parlia-
ment of Canada, but so that the same shall never exceed
those at the passing of this Act held, enjoyed, and exercised
by the Commons House of Parliament of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland and by the Members
thereof.8
First	19. The Parliament of Canada shall be called together
the Par-f aot later than six months after the Union.*
liament.
1 There had been considerable controversy in the Canadian Assembly
oyer the choice in 1858 of Ottawa as the capital ; the question having been
left to the arbitration of Queen Victoria. It should be noted that the
Dominion, unlike the United States and the Commonwealth of Australia,
did not establish the seat of government in a district made federal pro-
perty. Although Ottawa is the seat of the Dominion Government it
remains a portion of Ontario and as such inferior to the provincial capital,
Toronto.
a In the Quebec [Resolutions and the first draft of the Bill as given in
Pope's Confederation Document, the Upper House was called the Legislative
Council.
*	This section ^ras repealed by 88 & 89 Yict. ch. 88, and the following
provisions were substituted :—
'The privileges . , . Canada, but so that any Act of the Parliament of
Canada denning, such privileges, immunities, and powers shall not confer
any privileges, immunities, or powers exceeding those at the passing of
such Act held, enjoyed, and exercised by the Commons House of Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom . . . and by the members thereof.'
A difficulty arose at the time of the Pacific Railway scandal from the
inability of Parliamentary Committees to take evidence on oath; the
British House of Commons not having possessed this right, except in the
case of private Bills, until 1871. Under the present law the Canadian
Parliament can assimilate its practice to that prevailing at the time in
the British Parliament.
*	The first Parliament met on November 7,, 1867.

